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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In order to fulfill the requirements of candor and good faith set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§1.56, Applicants submit herewith the following Information Disclosure Statement in 
accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and §1.98. 



UNITED STATES PATENTS 

PATENTEE PATENT NO. ISSUE DATE 

Hoppe et al. 5,912,272 June 15, 1999 

Bertelli 4,654,373 March 31, 1987 



The above-referenced documents are listed on PTO Form 1449. We have enclosed 
the cited documents to facilitate reference to them. 



Applicants state that no itefri of information contained in the herein Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and to the knowledge of the undersigned after making 
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information statement was known 
to any individual designated in § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
herein Information Disclosure Statement. 



A petition requesting consideration of the Information Disclosure Statement, along 
with the required fee, are being filed concurrently. 

Applicants are not aware of any other references to be identified at this time. If the 
Examiner has any questions or comments relating to the present application, he or she is 
respectfully invited to contact Applicants' attorney at the telephone number set forth below. 




Lauren T. Emr 
Registration No.: 46,139 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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